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a The Theory of Probabilities.” His studies were mainly directed 
towards astronomy, and he was with Professors Tacchini and 
Ricco on the river Viatka to observe the total solar eclipse of 
1887 August 19. He completed his Russian degree in 1888 by 
a thesis on “ The Method of Smoothing Series of Observations,” 
but his studies having created in him a desire to learn something 
more of Cambridge mathematics, he came over to England in 
June 1888, and spent a year in Cambridge. There are many 
who will long remember this visit of a young Russian enthusiast, 
attracted from so far by the fame of their university, who worked 
with the might of a mathematical Hercules. He wrote a sketch 
of Cambridge life in the European Messenger (a Russian review). 
He returned to St. Petersburg in the autumn of 1889, and was 
married on October 6. He resumed lecturing at the St. Peters¬ 
burg University, on the method of least squares and the theory 
of gravitation; but the symptoms of the fatal disease from which 
he died had already appeared. He became seriously ill in 
May 1891, and died from phthisis, at Nice, on 1892 Eebruary 12. 

In his short scientific life he wrote thirty-two papers, two 
of which have been published since his death. Eleven of these 
deal with meteors and shooting stars, the most important being 
the “ Catalogue of 918 Orbits of Meteor Streams from the Obser¬ 
vations of Mr. W. F. Denning” ( Monthly Notices , vol. li. No. 1), 
and the posthumous paper “ On the Displacement of Radiants by 
the Attraction and Motions of the Earth” ( Monthly Notices, vol. lii. 
No. 5). Eleven papers deal with probabilities and statistics in 
their application to astronomy and meteorology, one or two are 
on pure mathematics, and one or two on miscellaneous subjects. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Society on 1889 December 13. 


Thomas Lee was born in the parish of Galston in the year 
1818, and first came to Kilmarnock, which he afterwards made 
his home, as a boy of fourteen, to fill the post of commercial 
clerk. Four years later he went to London, where he still con¬ 
tinued to be engaged in commercial pursuits. After visiting 
Paris and other cities he returned to Kilmarnock, and took up 
the profession of tuition, his first school being in Queen Street. 
When the appointment of mathematical and commercial master 
in the Kilmarnock Academy became vacant, the success and 
reputation Lee had already attained as a teacher caused him to 
be selected from a large number of candidates—a selection which 
his future career abundantly justified. He by no means confined 
his instructions to his pupils to their preparation for a business 
life, a work in which he was very successful, but took a great 
interest in training many of them in the higher branches of 
mathematics and astronomy, and secured for them more than a 
rudimentary knowledge of those sciences. He was greatly 
assisted in his astronomical teaching by the erection of the obser¬ 
vatory in Morton Place, which was provided with two good 
reflecting telescopes and other astronomical instruments. This 
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observatory was built by the late Baillie Thomas Morton, whose 
daughter Mr. Lee married in 1841. He retired from public 
educational life in 1876, but as session clerk, an office to which 
he had been appointed in 1872 on the death of his son-in-law, 
Mr. Smith, and which he held up to the time of his death, he 
still took part in the public life of the town, and the celebration 
of his golden wedding-day in 1891 was made an occasion by his 
fellow-workers in the Kirk Sessions and his many friends for 
testifying to the regard in which he was held by them. He was 
a man of great information, clear intellect, keen scientific spirit, 
and fine personal character, and was widely respected. He 
was elected a Fellow of this Society 1856 June 13. He died 
1892 January 24, leaving a widow, two sons, and four daughters. 

William Edwards Mtchell, of the Fort, Newquay, was the 
son of the late Mr. William Michell, Registrar of the Court of 
the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries of Cornwall and Devon. 
He was born at Truro, 1840 March 14, and was educated at 
private schools and at Christ Church, Oxford. Inheriting from 
his father a considerable property at Newquay, on the north 
coast of Cornwall, Mr. Michell soon became interested in its 
local affairs, and for many years he was one of the foremost in 
promoting the various improvements which have transformed 
this hitherto unknown seaside village into a place of popular 
resort. For more than thirty years he was an officer in the 
Royal Cornwall and Devon Miners’ Artillery Militia, and during 
the last ten years its lieutenant-colonel in command. He 
was also a magistrate for the county of Cornwall, and a 
member of the County Council. Colonel Michell was in¬ 
terested in the investigations of the probable origin of the 
local antiquities of Cornwall, and he has contributed papers on 
“ Camps and Tumuli,” and other archaeological remains to the 
Journal of the Royal Institution of Cornwall. He also took a 
personal interest in the progress of astronomy, and in the pro¬ 
ceedings of this Society, though he had few opportunities for 
attending the meetings. He had shown symptoms of declining 
health during the autumn, and in October he left Newquay to 
obtain the special advice of a London physician. His friends 
entertained great hopes of his recovery, but he never perma¬ 
nently rallied, and died at Woolwich on 1892 November 5, 
in the fifty-third year of his age. 

Colonel Michell was elected a Fellow of. the Society on 1874 
June 12. 

The Rev. Isaac Vale Mummery was bora in 1812 at Canter¬ 
bury, and died in 1892 October 2. He was educated for the 
ministry at Coward College, and was successively settled as 
pastor at Tunbridge, Ratcliffe, and Bethnal Green. A brief 
account of his work will be found in the Evangelical Magazine 
for 1892 November. He was elected a Fellow at the Annual 
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